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(Relationships in Punjabi Culture)

HOY HignmaTaa HHETE! @1 HEl Ie J1 B3 »ial Tr fomastt & famfamt feg g3 der J, fam
&8 Ufgerg ¥t fAgaa Jdt 31 ufgerg, Avfae 934 g ferm mars Juwr 31 ufgerg HEH
farfantt & wifadt ys feardt J, 12 ffder Hies faBe e mifaa 39 3 y=e3 J1 foa AEy ufge
T Hug fegang Jat %3 TIdt T <3 T MU §3% TIs »i3 Hies © 24 < Yyt 7 Yast dae I& |
fam3 fumtg, Af3aTg, Ha w3 foa Tx 3 fere™ 9ds &8 d fasme w1 Ao J& | et i n3
Ugdt 5% g Ha's 8¢ Wa g3 J, A< B8R & fanfantt & wiga »e|

The human being is the founder of cultural institutions. He/She is further engaged in
relationships with other people, which creates a family. The family has a special place in the
social structure. The family is the basic unit of human relationships that is socially acceptable
for living together. These relationships form the basis for the division of rights and duties
between family members and fulfill various aspects of life. Relationships can only be
maintained with love, respect, affection, and trust in each other. A house built of bricks and
stones becomes a home when the fragrance of relationships comes from it.

B N3 WG Y& € A 3 9dd I< Is | HAS < fan feq /Y ufgerg fg T, fusn, g,
31fenft, Inft nitfe B Ufgerd ® Hiar @13) IT I A< fa T, Wi, T, 3, ge3 »ife R
Ufgerd ® W' (fgm3) FITER T& 1 He 39 3 T W § &3 73 6d Uy § 'famz Hfenm At J1
9 Bl TR 993 HI3 JuR I6 fabfa 8 ffa euer-gger I w3 di3t-faem qIfae sger J1 fea
T3J T H3s IT I19%, 9l feg Bg & A TY-HY < Irdlerst It J1 arafontt T faasT Hi R
Ufged &% HYU e J1 316 Tt T8t fud IS s Id AN TY-1Y feg Arg o< &8 fanrg dv
TIs | T4 ¥ HG g o wrafamit & 3ty Ifdet I1 ugt-usat © faasT wefam w3 wrafamit fegard
feq g3t Iet J1 fegat 20t {9 Y& <t A3 dt I<t, At ufgerfas Az It 9, 7 formg ygu =< J1

In Punjabi culture, relationships (Rishte-Naateh) are also called Ang-Saak. In which the 'Ang'
are relatives by blood and the 'Saak' are relatives not by blood. For example, in a joint family,
grandfather, father, uncles (father's brothers), and aunts (father's sisters), etc. are 'Ang'
(Naateh) of the family, while grandmother, mother, aunts (father's brothers' wives), uncles
(father's sisters' husbands), etc. are called 'Saak' (Rishte) of the family. The Daadke (paternal
family side) relatives are generally considered 'Naateh', and the Naanke (maternal family side)
relatives are considered 'Rishte'. The paternal family is very important to the child because he
grows up here and adopts customs from them. Being the offspring of the same ancestor,
blood-relationship in the community is considered the partnership of sorrow and happiness.
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The maternal side family is related to the mother's family. Due to being a daughter's side family,
the maternal family is always ready to help in sorrow and happiness. There is always a longing
for the maternal family in the child's mind. The marital relationship of husband and wife is a link
between the paternal and maternal family. The two do not have a blood relationship, but a
family relationship, which is the gift of marriage.

Urrdt Hignmatg feg Ua Yyard © fan3-a73 993 It Yais3 981 ufgst fam < fanafani § AaH &
fam3 = &0 831 famer J1 fom fam3 @ of3a W8 A8 3 ufesd w2 Ha W w8 3 G vifent famr J1
fegst feg fuG-U3a, UG-t +i-y3g, Hi-tt = faufanit & THE i3 famr J1

Five types of relationships are very prevalent in Punjabi culture. The first type of relationship is
called the 'relationship by birth'. This relationship is considered to be the most morally sacred
and the highest in love. These include Piyo-Putt (father-son), Piyo-Dhee (father-daughter), Maa-
Puttar (mother-son), Maa-Dhee (mother-daughter) relationships.

o form Ufgerfaa famfswit &t 9, fam feg Trefomit 3 arafant = fams anis I | fom feg o
U1 T 81 397 - I ((UST® 8 37 1 U3a), SfenT Uzt T <37 99 - 3t (U3 <3 gar <t
U3aY), T (U311 I - ge3 (U3T <t I T U, I3 @I T HI) - IS (3T < I;), HHT (Hf
TN - HHt (4 R Far & uzah), Wit (if & 39) - Az (1 T 3T T U, IIEE (3T THI) -
(AT, g9 T HST, 38 T HIT, PATETHIT, HH T HIT, HTH &1 13T, T (U3 w1 fy3) - T (fu3r
T H3), U3dT (U3d T HI) - U3dt (U39 < 42), d16T (Hf T u3T) - I8t off T HE), TI3dT @ T
H3T) - TI3dt @<t T I, yIe (U3 T T - ugew (U3t < T, UIUsT (8 T U3d)) -
YU @< < U3d), aaIere (U1 T UzT), UdIe (GaIee o fUb).

The second type is family relationships, which include paternal and maternal relatives. It
includes Chacha (uncle: father's younger brother) - Chachi (aunt: father's younger brother's
wife), Taya (uncle: father's elder brother) - Tai (aunt: father's elder brother's wife), Bhua (aunt:
father's sister) - Fufar (uncle: father's sister's husband), Bhatija (nephew: brother's son) - Bhatiji
(niece: brother's daughter), Mama (uncle: mother's brother) - Mami (aunt: mother's brother's
wife), Maasi (aunt: mother's sister) - Maasar (uncle: mother's sister's husband), Bhaanja
(nephew: sister's son) - Bhaanji (niece: sister's daughter), Bhain/Behan (sister, uncle's
daughter, aunt's daughter) - Bhra (brother, uncle's son, aunt's son), Dada (grandfather: father's
father) - Dadli (grandmother: father's mother), Potra (grandson: son's son) - Potri
(granddaughter: son's daughter), Nana (grandfather: mother's father) - Nani (grandmother:
mother's mother), Dohtra (grandson: daughter's son) - Dohtri (granddaughter: daughter's
daughter), Pardada (great-grandfather: father's grandfather) - Pardadi (great-grandmother:
father's grandmother), Parpota (great-grandson: son's grandson) - Parpoti (great-
granddaughter: son's granddaughter), Nakardada (great-great-grandfather: father's great-
grandfather), Pakardada (great-great-great grandfather: great-great-grandfather’s father).

St fard < fgm= B9 9% 1 fontg 3 gmie gex I8, fA< 7R (3t 71 u3at & o) - Agar 3t 7
Y3t T Uz, fieGa Ul T 8cT 391 - TIS (U T & 3T T U3A), 76 (U3 T I I - A

https://www.satsriakaal.ca/amp/relationships-in-punjabi-culture 2/4



19.09.21, 17:39 Relationships in Punjabi Culture | YTst AfswraTg {9 fam3 | Punjab
U3t © 23 3T U3, aee (U3 T I - s (WSt < 3 T UF), IIATE (39T 7 U3a)),
FEIET (@< T US), {d (U3 T U3R), AT @< T U, T (U3a T 390 - AfSId (U3A! ©
IITE U3AY), At (U3& € 39 - Ag U3 E ST T U, A BT U, IRH @R A U3 T
&fentgdr (U3t T 318 - 58A (U3t & &), TfenmBar (it T T - TR (W3t Tr), g30a
(@3H T HAT) - FIAT (F3H €t 193, i IaT (U3t &1 HH), geA (U3t &t )|

The third type of relationships are those which are formed after marriage, such as Sass
(mother-in-law: husband or wife's mother) - Sahura (father-in-law: husband or wife's father),
Dior (husband's younger brother) - Darani (husband's younger brother's wife), Jeth (husband's
elder brother) - Jithani (husband's elder brother's wife), Nanad (husband's sister) - Nandoia
(husband's sister's husband), Bharjayi (sister-in-law: brother's wife), Bhanvayia (brother-in-law:
sister's husband), Nooh (daughter-in-law: son's wife), Javai (son-in-law: daughter's husband),
Saala (brother-in-law: wife's brother) - Salihar (wife's brother's wife), Saali (sister-in-law: wife's
sister) - Saadu (wife's sister's husband), Jija (sister's husband), Kudham (son or daughter's
father-in-law) - Kudhmani (son or daughter's mother-in-law), Patis (husband's paternal aunt) -
Patiorah (husband's paternal uncle), Nanyaora (husband's maternal grandfather) - Nanes
(husband's maternal grandmother), Dadiaora (husband's paternal grandfather) - Dades
(husband's paternal grandmother), Kudhmeta (son or daughter's father-in-law's son) -
Kudhmeti (son or daughter's father-in-law's daughter), Mamiyaora (husband's maternal uncle) ,
Fafes (husband's father's sister).

get farH f&g Afad fams wWER I, 1 &Y gearet, fumtg »13 Afag &1 Afgn Afgn AEfu3
Jd BT AT I& | W Trgd »femtt F wirud Ipuighet, Afaagarst, mifterua, fefemmaehmi »3
TH3T &1 fan &1 fam 371 @0 Uet I 13 89a 31 993 338 »i3 fdur famrsr g Aler J1 et @
famsT fed wiffaT famsT det 3 7 HaY & f8w, Ags w3 »iée féer J1 foam M g3 ot feg Yar
T3 UJl-2< 3T 96 < Yuar Idt I

The fourth type includes social relationships, which are easily established with human feelings,
love, and respect. As soon as a person leaves home, he/she somehow gets into an
interaction/work relationship with his/her neighbors, co-workers, teachers, students, and
friends; and develops a very close and warm relationship with them. A relationship of friendship
is a relationship that gives warmth, peace, and happiness to a human being. There has been a
tradition of exchanging turbans among close friends to become Pagg-Vatt (turban-exchanging)
brothers.

fegat famfant 3 fegrer 93 J9 fams < J- 96 fiiat & ward a™ 2 3 394 o3 diwr J1 fegat
farfznt § A 129 A8 Hs-AHS 7 Yaiadit &dt fe3t ardt 7 U3t 7 uzat iy gt 2 e
J2 THTT fong 931 8= I& 3t o I9 famd w1 ufgerg g At J, A3 'H33-A90 ¥ AR I&|
S H3Inm fU3T (Hf 1w U3, H3JE Hi (fU3T & Tt U3al), H3dwT gaT (37 7 fusT & gxl fomtg
T YN, H3J I (3T A T = TA feoura < 93 | famz ger <t 39F IR 9% fAaR W3 v Ut
Jfga A 7 o= Ia | R B3 I A wifAd famfawrt & awg 995 <, 7 7rg fiedtt fafe <t g
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frar8e I& | fam3, A 3 BA3, 138 Hee 31< He3 It a5, ud feast € Adt i3 8F It uzr art
J A< fog A3 9% T 98 A I8 |

In addition to these relationships, there are other relationships that are often avoided to be
given any name. These relationships were not given respect or approval in society. When a
husband or wife remarries while they have children, another type of family is formed, from
which 'stepfamily relations' are formed. Such as Matreya Pita (step-father: mother's husband
but not legal/biological father), Matreyi Maa (step-mother: father's wife but not legal/biological
mother), Matreya Bhra (step-brother: son of step-parent(s)), Matreyi Bhain (step-sister:
daughter of step-parent(s)). Relationships are like the air that surrounds us and gives us breath.
So we need to appreciate the relationships that teach us how to live life. Relationships, time,
and friends, all three are available for free, but their true value is known only when they move
away from us.
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